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Inner-City Groups Get $1.4 Million for Employment Program’ ORY 


Inner-City neighborhood groups in St. Louis, Los Angeles and Atlanta have received $1.4 million from 
HUD toextend a youth employment demonstration program which it administers. The funds are part of an 
interagency agreement between HUD’s Office of Neighborhood Self-Help Development and the 
Department of Labor’s Office of Youth Programs to conduct a $15.1 million demonstration under the 
Youth Employment and Demonstration Projects Act of 1977. 


The three organizations — Carr Square Management Corporation in St. Louis, Watts Labor 
Community Action Committee in Los Angeles, and Exodus in Atlanta — were among 10 groups 
participating in the initial funding of the joint program between February 1979 and March 1980. The new 
money will make it possible for the organizations to continue their projects through June of next year. In 
the first agreement, the 10 grantees received $13.7 million to hire some 2,400 youths, 16 to 19 years old, to 
work on community improvement projects. The objective is to determine the feasibility of using 
community development corporations to operate youth employment projects aimed at improving local 
communities. 


The latest funding will provide $320,000 to the St. Louis group. Its goal is to hire 180 youth for 
landscaping, building renovation, apartment renovation, painting and general maintenance. The Atlanta 
organization will use a similar amount to employ 423 young people for jobs in weatherization, painting 
and housing repairs and to develop two new businesses — a comprehensive energy conservation service 
and a housing rehabilitation service. 


The Watts organization will use its additional grant of $670,000 to fill 627 construction jobs on 
low-income housing units. The workers will receive training in the building crafts, including plumbing, 
electrical wiring, masonry and roofing. 


The agreement calls for at least 65 percent of the funds to be used for wages and other benefits, but not 
more than 10 percent may be used for administrative costs. The remaining funds must be spent on worksite 
supervision, material and supplies. 


HUD Announces Survey of Mortgage Lending Activity 


HUD recently announced that originations of long-term mortgages for one-to-four-family homes totaled 
$7.5 billion in May, down 56 percent from a year earlier. During the survey, all lenders reported lower 
originations than last May except life insurance companies and State housing finance agencies. Long-term 
loans closed on multifamily residential properties totaled $.8 billion, down 36 percent from a year earlier. 
Construction loans for homes totaled $1.6 billion, down 56 percent from the same period a year ago. 
Multifamily construction loans totaled $.7 billion and nonresidential construction totaled $2 billion, up 14 
percent over the previous 12 months. 





American Housing Costs Rank Low Among Developed Nations 


A HUD study reflecting housing costs between 1970 and 1977 indicates that the United States ranks 17th 
among 19 industrialized nations with high rates of increasing housing costs. During the study period, 
housing costs in the United States increased at an average annual rate of 8.5 percent. 


According to E. Jay Howenstine, an international research coordinator for HUD’s Office of Economic 
Affairs, Office of Policy Development and Research, all of the industrialized countries had high rates of 
price increases during the 1970's. Switzerland’s rate of 4.8 percent was the lowest and New Zealand's 
17.3 percent was the highest. 


This country had the lowest average rate of increase in construction labor costs at 6 percent. Sweden was 
the next lowest at 9.7 percent. America also was among the lowest nations in terms of the rate of increase 
in the cost of builing materials, led by West Germany, Austria and Japan. Despite the fact that rent controls 
are widespread in Europe, the United States had the lowest average annual rate of rent increase. According 
to the study, almost two-thirds of the dwelling units are owner-occupied and the other one-third are rental 


units. 

Comparison of Labor Cost Increases 
United States 6 percent 
Sweden 9.7 percent 
Switzerland 9.7 percent 
Finland 11.3 percent 
Denmark 11.4 percent 
Canada 11.7 percent 
Portugal 14.5 percent 
United Kingdom 15.0 percent 
Ireland 16.3 percent 
Austria 17.1 percent 

Increases in Building Material Cost 
West Germany 4.6 percent 
Austria 7.5 percent 
Japan 8.2 percent 
United States 9.0 percent 
France 9.0 percent 
Canada 9.4 percent 
Denmark 10.4 percent 
Norway 10.5 percent 
Sweden 11.0 percent 
Australia 11.7 percent 
Portugal 12.2 percent 
New Zealand 13.2 percent 
Finland 13.9 percent 
United Kingdom 17.1 percent 
Belgium 17.6 percent 
Ireland 17.8 percent 

FYI 
Solar Energy Research Institute. . . second annual conference on Community Renewal Energy 


Systems: Solar for the Cities. . . Seattle, Wash. , September 3-5, 1980. Details: CRES Conference, 
1617 Cole Boulevard, Golden, Colo. , 80401. 


Aluminum Association. . . Energy Conservation Workshop V, Washington, D.C. September 16, 1980. 
Details: Aluminum Association, 818 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 (202/862- 
5161). 





Division of Mobile and Manufactured Housing Standards. . . 13th Annual Conference of the National 
Conference of States on Building Codes and Standards (NCSBCS). . . Scottsdale, Ariz., September 
8-12, 1980. Details: Richard Wolfe, NCSBCS, 481 Carlisle Drive, Herndon, Va. , 22070. 


Purdue University. . . Waste Heat Recovery Conference. . . West Lafayette, Ind., September 15-17, 
1980. Details: Keith Hawks (317/494-6188) or Theresa Haft (317/749-6323). 


Institute for Urban Design. . . Second International Conference on Urban Design. . . Boston, Mass. ., 
September 24-27, 1980. Details: Ann Ferebee, JUD, Main P.O. Box 105, Purchase, N.Y., 10577 
(914/253-5527). 


Community Associations Institute (CAI). . . Professional Management Development 
Program. . . Washington, D.C., September 26-28, 1980. Details: Jan Baltuch, CAI, 1832 M Street, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 (202/223-6770). 


Nuggets 


The Department of Energy has selected South Carolina Electric and Gas Company and the City of 
Harbison, S.C. as one of six candidates for an experimental program to develop solar thermal electric 
power for small communities. The objective is to develop, install and test a solar thermal system for small 
electric power applications. The system will consist of modules containing a parabolic dish-shaped 
concentrator that tracks the sun across the sky, a receiver, and a power conversion unit that generates 
approximately 20 kilowatts of electricity. 


HUD recently hosted a meeting of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development’s 
(OECD) Urban Decline Policy Project Group. The meeting was held to assess urban trends and to 
compare and evaluate the policies of member countries in order to make recommendations about policies 
needed in the 1980's. 


Sindlinger & Company, an economic-research and forecasting firm that surveys some 1,200 Americans 
each week, says that about 118,000 households were dissolved in July as families broke up their own 
households and moved in with relatives or friends in order to keep pace with the rising cost of inflation. 
This represents a 1.6 percent decline in the total number of American households, and is the sharpest drop 
for a single month since World War II. The survey said that many senior citizens are moving in with their 
middle-aged children, and young married couples are moving in with one set of their parents. Sindlinger . 
& Company predicts that the decline of households could exceed one million during the next 12 months. 


HUD to Fund Housing for the Mentally Ill 


Victor Marrero, Under Secretary of HUD, recently announced that the Department will make nearly $25 
million available to community-based organizations which will in turn sponsor housing for chronically ill 
individuals. The funds will pay for construction or rehabilitation of 621 housing units in 29 States, the 
District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. State selection was based on need and ability to make the necessary 
financial commitments for the community-based housing and social services. 


The Demonstration Program for Deinstitutionalization of the Chronically Mentally Ill, was started 
three years ago in cooperation with the Department of Health and Human Services (formerly D/HEW). 
Since that time, almost 2,000 housing units for the mentally ill have been funded. Under the program an 
HHS waiver permits States to use Medicaid and other Social Security Act program funds to cover the cost 
of needed social services for residents of the housing. Residents get training in such areas as money 
management, housekeeping, shopping, and use of public transportation. The goal of the program is to 
develop other methods of providing care to mentally disabled residents who are capable of living outside of 
institutions. 


HUD has reserved some $5 million in rental subsidy funds to make sure the residents pay no more than 25 
percent of their income for rent. ‘“This housing, when combined with the needed social services, makes it 
possible for eligible individuals to live independently outside their own communities,’’ Marrero said. 





Publications Available 


The following publications may be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. Remittance must be by check, money order, Visa and Master 
Charge. When ordering, please indicate stock numbers. For additional information contact J.G. Mills, 
chief, Documents Control Branch (202/275-3343). 


The Energy-Wise Home Buyer: A Guide to Selecting an Energy Efficient Home. . . helps you choose a 

home that will meet your family’s needs and also be energy efficient. . . shows how a house uses energy, 
how to estimate energy costs, and how to evaluate the energy efficiency of various homes. . . includes 

several energy checklists to take along when you inspect a house, plus tips on how to save energy after you 
move in. 1979. 023-000-00518-2. $3.00. 


In the Bank or Up the Chimney. . . tells how to conserve energy in the home. . . provides an accurate 
estimate of how much it’s going to cost. . . contains instructions for insulating doors and windows and 
buying and installing insulation for the attic and basement. 1975, revised 1977. 023-000-0041 1-9. $1.70. 


An Econmical and Efficient Heating System for Homes. . . contains charts and graphs which describe a 
heating system for single-family homes that is designed to be economical, require little maintenance and 
provide high efficiency. 1967. 001-000-00973-7. $1.00 


Energy Efficiency in Light-Frame Wood Construction. . . provides helpful information for the design and 
construction of energy-efficient, light-frame wood structures. . . stresses the roles of housing design and 
landscape planning in building houses, including orientation of the home, placement and design of 
windows, and architectural strategies for comfort through natural use of sun and shade. 1979. 001-001- 
00465-1. $2.50. 


Solar Dwelling Design Concepts. . . prepared for use by designers, homebuilders, community leaders, 
local officials, and homeowners who are interested in the application of solar heating and cooling to 
residential structures or who are considering participation in the Federal Solar Energy 

Program. . . provides background information, a concise report on existing solar dwellings and systems, 
a list of design considerations and dwelling and site design concepts which are responsive to factors such as 
housing type, solar heating systems and climates. 1976. 023-000-00334-1. $2.30. 


Building the Solar Home: Some Early Lessons. . . provides practical guidelines for residential builders 
and developers who are considering solar energy projects and for the solar manufacturers, installers and 
distributors who service them. 1978. 023-000-00455-1. $1.70. 


Published weekly by the Publications and Information Division, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Administration, U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. . . Moon Landrieu, Secretary. . . Charles Sharpe, Editor. . . Subscription rate $23.00 per year, 
domestic. . . $28.75 foreign. Address all communications regarding the subscriptions, change of address, etc. to the Superintendent of 
Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. The Secretary of HUD has determined that the publication of this periodical is necessary in the 
transaction of the pubiic business required by law of this Department. Use of funds for printing this periodical has been approved by the Director 
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